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)T�S A 3UNDAY MORNING�A LITTLE AFTER ��  )�M ON A
CROSSCOUNTRYFLIGHTTO"OSTONTOATTENDTHEFALLMEETINGOF
THE!2,-ETA,IB)MPLEMENTOR�S'ROUP�PLAYFULLYKNOWN
AS!2-0)'	CHAIREDNOWBY2OY4ENNANT�)TMUSTBETIME
TOWRITEAN)4!,EDITORIAL�

)HAVEHADANIDEATOWRITEABOUTTHECHALLENGESAND
EXPERIENCES)HAVEFOUNDDURINGMYFIRSTYEARASEDITOR�
/FCOURSETHEWRITINGOFANEDITORIALITSELFISACHALLENGE�
&OUNDING%DITOR&RED+ILGOURNEVERWROTEEDITORIALS SO
WHY SHOULD ) AND SOME OF HIS SUCCESSORS PRESUME THE
NECESSITY�4HISPARTICULAREDITORIALISEVENMOREOFACHAL
LENGE BECAUSE THE KEY CAP THAT CONTAINS THE COMMA IS
SUDDENLYMISSINGFROMMYLAPTOP�)TWASTHERESOMETIME
YESTERDAYORATLEASTACOUPLEOFDAYSAGO�)�VELOOKEDALL
AROUND MY SEAT�IMAGINE HOW RIDICULOUS A PASSENGER
CRAWLINGAROUNDONTHEFLOOROFANEARLYFULL"OEING���
LOOKS�)MAGINEHOWOMINOUSHELOOKSCRAWLINGWHENHE
ISNOFURTHERTHANASHORTJUMPSHOT�JUSTOUTSIDETHEFIRST
CLASS LINE�FROM THE CREW COMPARTMENT� ) MAY HAVE TO
FINISHTHISFROMAPRISONCELL�

4HISFIRSTYEARACTUALLYBEGANIN*ULY����WHEN-AN
AGING %DITOR -ARC 4RUITT AND ) SPENT PART OF A DAY AT
!,!HEADQUARTERSIN#HICAGOBEINGORIENTEDBY+RISTEN
-C+ULSKI OF !,! 0RODUCTION 3ERVICES� 4HE DEADLINE TO
SEND MY FIRST ISSUE�-ARCH �����WAS .OVEMBER ���
4HATWASEYEOPENERNUMBERONE�-ANUSCRIPTSFORWARDED
BYTHENEDITOR$AN-ARMIONBEGANTOARRIVEONMYDOOR
STEPANDINMYEMAILWITHINDAYSTHEREAFTER�

) LEARNED IN ORIENTATION THAT !,! HAS NO ARTICLE
MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE TO HELP EDITORS TRACK THE FLOW
OF THE EDITORIAL PROCESS� %ACH EDITOR HAS TO DEVISE THE
SYSTEMS TO INGESTARTICLES� TOACKNOWLEDGE THEIR RECEIPT
ANDPROVIDEFEEDBACKTOAUTHORSABOUTEVERYTHINGFROM
TIME FRAMES TO CHANGES REQUIRED OR SUGGESTED BY THE
REFEREESANDEDITOR� TOACCEPTOR REJECTARTICLES� TOMAN
AGE THE FLOW OF THE REFEREEING PROCESS� AND TO PACKAGE
THE EDITED MANUSCRIPTS AND AUXILIARY INFORMATION THAT
ARE SUBMITTED AS AN ISSUE TO!,! 0RODUCTION 3ERVICES�
4HATWASTHESECONDEYEOPENER�!ND)�MNOWUSINGMY
SECOND HOMEGROWN SYSTEM� ) DUMPED THE INADEQUATE
FIRSTANDSTARTEDAGAINFROMSCRATCHSOMETIMEBEFORETHE
THIRDISSUE�)SUSPECT)MAYMODIFYITORDEVELOPATHIRD
SOMETIMETHISYEAR�

)STEELEDMYSELFATTHEBEGINNINGFORTHEDEFENSIVENESS
THAT AUTHORS WOULD REASONABLY ADOPT WHEN CONFRONTED
WITH THE OFTEN EXTENSIVE CHANGES RECOMMENDED BY THE
REFEREES AND ME�!S A REFEREE ) HAD READ ONE PUBLISHED
ARTICLE BY A WELLKNOWN AUTHOR THAT CONTAINED NONE OF
MYWORTHYADVICE�3OMEOFOURAUTHORSAREALMOST CER
TAINLY MUCH BETTER hKNOWNv THAN SOME OF OUR REFEREES�
"UTAUTHORSINSTEADHAVEBEENUNANIMOUSLYGRATEFULFOR
THE FEEDBACK� /NLY ONE ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN VOLUME ��
REQUIRED NO CHANGES� 4HE CHANGES IN ONE OR TWO OTHERS
WERE MINIMAL� /THERS REQUIRED MULTIPLE REWRITES� /UR
ACCEPTANCERATEHASBEEN��PERCENTSOFAR�3OMEAUTHORS

WHOSEARTICLESWEREREJECTEDHAVETHANKEDMEFORCONSID
ERINGTHEM�%YEOPENERNUMBERTHREE�

4HE WORK PERFORMED BY!,! 0RODUCTION 3ERVICES IN
TRANSFORMING THE 7ORD DOCUMENTS AND ANY ACCOMPANY
INGILLUSTRATIONSTHAT)SUBMITINTOADIGITALFILETHATLOOKS
FORALL THEWORLD LIKEA REAL JOURNAL ISSUEASTONISHEDME�
)LITERALLYJUMPEDINMYSEATWHEN)OPENEDTHE0$&FILE
THATREPRESENTEDTHEFIRSTPASSOFMYFIRSTISSUE�)CANCOM
PAREITONLYTOTHEEXPERIENCEOFSTEPPINGOUTINTOACLOUD
ANDMOONLESSNIGHTINAPLACEUNPOLLUTEDBYTHEAMBIENT
LIGHTINGANDAIRPOLLUTIONOFMODERNCIVILIZATIONANDBEING
STARTLEDBY THEVIVIDNESSOF THESTARRYNIGHT SKY� )GET TO
EXPERIENCETHELATTERSOMEWHATREGULARLYBECAUSE)LIVEIN
THE0ACIFIC.ORTHWEST�)GETTOEXPERIENCETHEFORMERONCE
AQUARTER�!NAPPROPRIATEFOURTHEYEOPENER�)LIKEBOTH�

4HE AMOUNT OF WORK PERFORMED BY -ARC 4RUITT IN
TRANSFORMING THE FIRSTPASSBYWORKING WITHAUTHORSON
WORDING CHANGES AND FOOTNOTE STYLES AND ILLUSTRATION
TITLES AND PLACEMENTS AND TABLE CLARIFICATION AND GRAM
MARANDPUNCTUATIONANDCAPITALIZATIONANDWHOKNOWS
WHATELSEISENORMOUSANDWASTOTALLYUNANTICIPATEDBY
ME�4HISISWAYBIGEYEOPENERNUMBERFIVE��)NFACTWITH
THISFIRSTISSUEOF����)HAVETRIEDTOPAYMOREWIDEEYED
ATTENTION TO THE COPY ) SENT TO ALLAY SOME OF HIS WORK�	
-ARC�S COLLABORATIONWITH!,!0RODUCTION3ERVICESAND
THEAUTHORSPRODUCESTHEISSUESYOUREAD�4HEGOALISTHAT
THE SECOND PASS WILL REQUIRE NO OR ONLY MINOR CHANGES�
7RITINGTHISPARAGRAPHHASGIVENMEANOTHERIDEA�-ARC
SHOULDWRITEANEDITORIALABOUTTHEJOBOFTHE)4!,MANAG
INGEDITOR�-YONLYFEARISTHATHISDESCRIPTIONWILLBESUCH
ANEYEOPENERTOTHEMEMBERSHIPTHATWE�LLNEVERFINDA
SUCCESSORWHENHEDECIDESHEHASPAIDHISDUES�

)ASKEDMYSELFWHEN)AGREEDTOBENOMINATEDFORTHIS
POST IF )WEREWALKINGINTO ITWITHMYEYESWIDESHUT� )
ASKED THE SAME QUESTION AS ) WALKED DOWN A LONG HALL
TO THE ,)4! 0UBLICATIONS #OMMITTEE MEETING AT !,!
-IDWINTER����TOBEINTERVIEWED�)ASKEDAGAINAFTERTHE
INTERVIEW�)TWASTOOLATETOASKTHEQUESTIONAGAINAFTER
)RECEIVEDTHEOFFER�)HADALREADYCROSSEDTOOMANYLINES
IN THE SAND� "UT MY ONEANDAHALFYEARLONG FIRST YEAR
HASBEENEYEOPENINGLYFUNANDREWARDING�-YEYESSEEM
ASOPENASTHEY�VEBEENFORTHEPASTFEWDECADES�)DON�T
MINDSOLICITINGPOTENTIALAUTHORSFORARTICLES�)FINDTHAT)
CANBEGSHAMELESSLY�)SEEMTOHAVEAGOODRAPPORTWITH
MOSTAUTHORS�4HE )4!,BOARDGIVESMENORESPECT�9OU
SHOULDALLTHANKTHEMFORTHAT�

!REYOUREYESOPEN�$IDYOUNOTICE THISEDITORIAL IS
COMMALESS�7E�REABOUTANHOURFROM"OSTONNOW�7ILL
)SOONBEONMYWAYTOMYHOTELORMYPRISONCELL�+EEP
YOUREYESOPENFORTHENEXT)4!,ISSUE�

%DITORIAL�)+EEP-Y%YES
7IDE/PEN!LLTHE4IME *OHN7EBB

%$)4/2)!, \ 7%""  �

*OHN7EBB�JWEBB WSU�EDU	IS!SSISTANT$IRECTORFOR3YSTEMS
AND0LANNING�7ASHINGTON3TATE5NIVERSITY,IBRARIES�0ULLMAN�
AND%DITOROF)NFORMATION4ECHNOLOGYAND,IBRARIES�


