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%DITORIAL�฀"OTTOM฀4ECH฀4RENDS *OHN฀7EBB

!S฀)฀SIT฀HERE฀ON฀-EMORIAL฀$AY฀WEEKEND฀ LABORING฀OVER฀
THIS฀ EDITORIAL฀ THAT฀ ONE฀ OR฀ TWO฀ OF฀ YOU฀ �ASSUMING฀ THAT฀
MY฀WIFE฀ IS฀NOT฀MY฀ONLY฀ READER	฀WILL฀ READ฀SHORTLY฀AFTER฀
,ABOR฀$AY฀�NOTE฀TO฀READERS฀OUTSIDE฀THE฀5�3��฀-EMORIAL฀
$AY฀AND฀,ABOR฀$AY฀ARE฀5�3�฀HOLIDAYS�฀THE฀FORMER฀LATE฀IN฀
-AY฀ AND฀ THE฀ LATTER฀ IN฀ EARLY฀ 3EPTEMBER	�฀ )฀ REFLECT฀ UPON฀
RECENT฀ POLLS฀ THAT฀ SHOW฀ THAT฀ JOURNALISTS฀ AND฀ THE฀ PRESS฀
HAVE฀ SLIPPED฀ TO฀ ALL
TIME฀ LOWS฀ IN฀ THE฀ OPINION฀ OF฀ THE฀
5�3�฀ PUBLIC�LOWER฀ EVEN฀ THAN฀ GOVERNMENT�฀ LOWER฀ THAN฀
#ONGRESS�฀ -AYBE฀ NOT฀ YET฀ LOWER฀ THAN฀ THE฀ LEGAL฀ PROFES

SION�฀BUT฀PRETTY฀DARN฀LOW�

)T฀OCCURS฀ TO฀ME฀THAT฀ THIS฀EDITORIAL฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀ THOSE฀ IN฀
.ATURE�฀3CIENCE�฀.%*-�฀AND฀THE฀0ROCEEDINGS฀OF฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀
!CADEMY฀OF฀3CIENCES฀ IS฀ JUST฀ JOURNALISM�฀4HEY฀AND฀ALL฀SUCH฀
EDITORIALS฀ARE฀WELL฀APART฀FROM฀THE฀CONTENTS฀OF฀THE฀SCHOLARLY฀
AND฀ PROFESSIONAL฀ JOURNALS฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ PUBLISHED�฀
9ES�฀EVEN฀THOSE฀IN฀THE฀JOURNALS฀NAMED฀ABOVE�

)฀AM฀NOT฀SO฀ARROGANT฀AS฀TO฀NOMINATE฀MYSELF฀A฀PEER฀OF฀
THE฀ EDITORS฀ OF฀ THOSE฀ MORE฀ ESTEEMED฀ PUBLICATIONS฀ EXCEPT฀
THAT฀ WHEN฀ WE฀ WRITE฀ EDITORIALS�฀ WE฀ ARE฀ PRACTICING�฀ HOW

EVER฀BADLY�฀JOURNALISM�฀)฀ADMIT฀)฀NEED฀MORE฀PRACTICE฀THAN฀
MOST�

)N฀ ABOUT฀ A฀ MONTH�฀ )฀ SHALL฀ ATTEND฀ ,)4!�S฀ 4OP฀ 4ECH฀
4RENDS฀ PROGRAM฀ AT฀ THE฀ !MERICAN฀ ,IBRARY฀ !SSOCIATION�S฀
!NNUAL฀#ONFERENCE฀IN฀#HICAGO�฀4HE฀ANTICIPATION฀HAS฀LED฀
ME฀TO฀ATTEMPT฀TO฀UPHOLD฀THE฀LOW฀REGARD฀IN฀WHICH฀EVEN฀WE฀
AMATEUR฀PRINT฀JOURNALISTS฀ARE฀HELD�฀)฀COULD฀START฀A฀BLOG฀TO฀
MAKE฀MY฀VIEWS฀MORE฀REPUTABLE�฀BUT฀AS฀EDITOR฀OF฀AN฀!,!฀
JOURNAL�฀ )฀ FEEL฀ AN฀ OBLIGATION฀ TO฀ REMAIN฀ LOYAL฀ TO฀ THE฀!,!฀
LEADERSHIP�฀IF฀NOT฀TO฀ITS฀READERSHIP�

4HEREFORE�฀IN฀THIS฀EDITORIAL฀)฀SHALL฀SET฀FORTH฀WHAT฀)฀THINK฀
ARE฀THE฀BOTTOM฀TECH฀TRENDS฀AS฀THEY฀APPLY฀TO฀LIBRARIES฀TODAY฀
AND฀IN฀THE฀NEAR฀FUTURE�฀)F฀)฀AM฀SUCCESSFUL฀IN฀UPHOLDING฀THE฀
MISERABLE฀STANDARD฀SUPPOSEDLY฀BEING฀SET฀BY฀TODAY�S฀JOUR

NALISTS�฀)฀ANTICIPATE฀ONE฀OR฀MORE฀OF฀SEVERAL฀OUTCOMES�

฀ ��฀ )4!,฀WILL฀COLLAPSE�
฀ ��฀ )4!,฀WILL฀SURVIVE�฀ITS฀REPUTATION฀IN฀SHREDS�
฀ ��฀ ,)4!�S฀BOARD฀WILL฀COME฀TO฀ITS฀SENSES฀AND฀REPLACE฀THE฀

EDITOR�฀OR
฀ ��฀ IRATE฀READERS฀WILL฀OVERWHELM฀ME฀�OR฀ THE฀NEW฀EDI


TOR	฀WITH฀HIGH
QUALITY฀MANUSCRIPTS฀DISPROVING฀MY฀
OBVIOUSLY฀HAREBRAINED�฀SUSPECT�฀LIBERAL�OR฀CONSER

VATIVE�BIASES�

4HEREFORE�฀ IN฀ THE฀ SPIRIT฀ OF฀ THE฀ 4OP฀ 4ECH฀ 4RENDS฀ �I�E��฀ IN฀
NO฀PARTICULAR฀ORDER	�฀)฀OFFER฀MY฀CHOICES฀FOR฀OUR฀"OTTOM฀4ECH฀
4RENDS�

)฀ RARELY฀ HAVE฀ MET฀ A฀ PIECE฀ OF฀ INFORMATION฀ TECHNOLOGY฀
THAT฀ DOESN�T฀ IMMEDIATELY฀ SET฀ MY฀ CURIOSITY฀ ON฀ FIRE�฀ BUT฀ )฀
ADMIT฀)฀ JUST฀DON�T฀SEE฀A฀LIBRARY฀NEED฀FOR฀A฀7IKI�฀�)F฀YOU�RE฀
TAKING฀AIM�฀)�M฀THE฀ONE฀HIDING฀UNDER฀HIS฀DESK�	฀!฀7IKI฀IS฀A฀
WONDERFUL฀COLLABORATIVE฀TOOL�฀)F฀)฀WANTED฀TO฀ASK฀ANY฀OF฀YOU฀
TO฀HELP฀WRITE฀THE฀NEXT฀EDITORIAL�฀WE฀COULD฀7IKI฀IT฀OUT฀IN฀NO฀
TIME฀FLAT�฀"UT฀WE฀COULD฀DO฀THAT฀IF฀THIS฀WERE฀A฀PLUMBING฀JOUR

NAL฀OR฀A฀CHURCH฀NEWSLETTER�฀)F฀)�M฀WORKING฀ON฀A฀COLLABORA

TIVE฀PROJECT฀WITHIN฀MY฀LIBRARY฀OR฀UNIVERSITY�฀)฀HAVE฀ACCESS฀
TO฀A฀SET฀OF฀COLLABORATIVE฀TOOLS฀THAT฀ARE฀MORE฀FEATURE
RICH฀AS฀
WELL฀AS฀SECURE�฀"UT฀)�M฀PUZZLED฀BY฀WHAT฀A฀7IKI฀CAN฀DO฀FOR฀
THE฀ LIBRARY฀QUA฀ LIBRARY�฀ )฀WRITE฀ THIS฀EVEN฀THOUGH฀)฀HOPE฀TO฀
PUBLISH฀AN฀ARTICLE฀ON฀7IKIS฀IN฀THE฀NEXT฀ISSUE฀OF฀)4!,�

)฀DON�T฀SEE฀HOW฀RADIO฀FREQUENCY฀IDENTIFICATION฀�2&)$	฀
TECHNOLOGY฀ CAN฀ HAVE฀ A฀ SIGNIFICANT฀ LIBRARY฀ IMPACT฀ IN฀ THE฀
FORESEEABLE฀ FUTURE�฀ )�M฀NOT฀PARTICULARLY฀CONCERNED฀ABOUT฀
THE฀PRIVACY฀PROBLEMS�฀"UT฀IF฀7AL
-ART฀HAD฀TO฀RETREAT฀FROM฀
FORCING฀ ITS฀ TOP฀ONE฀HUNDRED฀VENDORS฀ TO฀CONVERT฀ TO฀2&)$฀
TECHNOLOGY฀BY฀ *ANUARY฀��฀�����฀BECAUSE฀OF฀ THE฀COSTS฀AND฀
COMPLICATIONS฀OF฀CONVERSION�฀CAN฀LIBRARIES฀BE฀FAR฀BEHIND�฀
7AL
-ART฀ WILL฀ MAKE฀ THE฀ CONVERSION�฀ BUT฀ NOT฀ AS฀ QUICKLY฀
AS฀ IT฀ HAD฀ ANNOUNCED�฀ ,IBRARIES฀ THAT฀ ARE฀ ABLE฀ TO฀ INCLUDE฀
THE฀COSTS฀IN฀CAPITAL฀PROJECTS฀CAN฀CONVERT�฀AND฀)฀KNOW฀THAT฀
THE฀ DOWNSTREAM฀ SAVINGS฀ ARE฀ DEMONSTRABLE�฀ "UT฀ FOR฀ OUR฀
LIBRARY�฀WHICH฀JUST฀UPDATED฀ITS฀SECURITY฀GATES�฀A฀CONVERSION฀
TO฀ 2&)$฀ WAS฀ WAY฀ TOO฀ EXPENSIVE฀ EVEN฀ WITH฀ A฀ GENEROUS฀
VENDOR฀ PRICING฀ INDUCEMENT�฀ )฀ KNOW฀ WE฀ AREN�T฀ UNIQUE�฀
0UBLIC฀LIBRARIES�฀WHOSE฀USERS฀CIRCULATE฀MATERIALS฀IN฀QUAN

TITIES฀ THAT฀ WOULD฀ OVERWHELM฀ ACADEMIC฀ LIBRARIES�฀ WILL�฀ )฀
OPINE�฀ BE฀ EARLIER฀ ADOPTERS฀ THAN฀ ACADEMICS�฀ "UT฀ FOR฀ NOW�฀
TO฀PARAPHRASE฀#HIEF฀'ILLESPIE฀�2OD฀3TEIGER	฀IN฀THE฀FILM฀)N฀
THE฀ (EAT฀ OF฀ THE฀ .IGHT�฀ WE฀ HAVE฀ THE฀ MOTIVE�฀ WHICH฀ IS฀ �NOT฀
ENOUGH	฀ MONEY฀ AND฀ THE฀ BODY฀ �OF฀ EXISTING฀ TECHNOLOGY	�฀
WHICH฀IS฀�NOT฀YET	฀DEAD�

4HE฀ INTEGRATED฀ LIBRARY฀ SYSTEM฀ �),3	฀ IS฀ A฀ CONCEPT฀
WHOSE฀ TIME฀ HAS฀ COME฀ NO฀ MORE�฀ 'OOGLE฀ HAS฀ DEMON

STRATED฀BEYOND฀ALL฀DOUBT฀THE฀INADEQUACIES฀OF฀THE฀/0!#฀
INTERFACE�฀AS฀ IF฀WE฀NEEDED฀ANY฀PROOF�฀4HE฀DEVELOPMENT฀
BY฀),3฀VENDORS฀OF฀ LINK฀RESOLVERS�฀METASEARCH฀TOOLS�฀AND฀
ELECTRONIC฀RESOURCE฀MANAGEMENT฀SYSTEMS฀THAT฀CAN�฀MORE฀
OR฀LESS฀EASILY�฀INTERFACE฀WITH฀OTHER฀),3฀VENDORS�฀SYSTEMS฀
IS฀ A฀ FURTHER฀ SIGN�฀ "UT฀ THE฀ /0!#฀ INTERFACE฀ IS฀ ESPECIALLY฀
VULNERABLE�฀ 6ENDORS฀ AND฀ LIBRARIANS฀ ARE฀ BEGINNING฀ TO฀
DEVELOP฀ ALTERNATIVE฀ DISCOVERY฀ TOOLS฀ THAT฀ CAN฀ PROVIDE฀
MOST฀USERS฀WITH฀BETTER฀SEARCH฀OUTPUT฀FOR฀MOST฀SEARCHES฀
THAN฀THE฀/0!#�฀4HE฀/0!#฀WILL฀STILL฀BE฀NEEDED฀FOR฀SOME฀
KINDS฀OF฀SEARCHES฀AND฀BY฀MANY฀LIBRARIANS�฀WHO�฀AFTER฀ALL�฀
LED฀THE฀VENDORS฀TO฀DEVELOP฀IT฀IN฀ITS฀CURRENT฀FORMS�฀"UT฀IT฀
WILL฀BE฀SUBSUMED฀IN฀�IF฀POSSIBLE	฀OR฀BYPASSED฀BY฀NEWER฀
DISCOVERY฀ TOOLS�฀4HINK฀2ED,IGHT'REEN�฀ TO฀GIVE฀ JUST฀ONE฀
EXAMPLE�

4HIS�฀ MY฀ FAVORITE฀ BOTTOM฀ TECH฀ TREND�฀ DESERVES฀ FULLER฀
TREATMENT�฀MAYBE฀IN฀A฀SUBSEQUENT฀EDITORIAL฀BY฀THIS฀POORLY฀
PRACTICING฀AMATEUR฀EDITOR�JOURNALIST�

*OHN฀7EBB฀ �JWEBB WSU�EDU	฀ IS฀ !SSISTANT฀ $IRECTOR฀ FOR฀ $IGITAL฀
3ERVICES�#OLLECTIONS�฀ 7ASHINGTON฀ 3TATE฀ 5NIVERSITY฀ ,IBRARIES�฀
0ULLMAN�฀AND฀%DITOR฀OF฀)NFORMATION฀4ECHNOLOGY฀AND฀,IBRARIES�


