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%DITORIAL�"OTTOM4ECH4RENDS *OHN7EBB

!S)SITHEREON-EMORIAL$AYWEEKEND LABORINGOVER
THIS EDITORIAL THAT ONE OR TWO OF YOU �ASSUMING THAT
MYWIFE ISNOTMYONLY READER	WILL READSHORTLYAFTER
,ABOR$AY�NOTETOREADERSOUTSIDETHE5�3��-EMORIAL
$AYAND,ABOR$AYARE5�3�HOLIDAYS�THEFORMERLATEIN
-AY AND THE LATTER IN EARLY 3EPTEMBER	� ) REFLECT UPON
RECENT POLLS THAT SHOW THAT JOURNALISTS AND THE PRESS
HAVE SLIPPED TO ALLTIME LOWS IN THE OPINION OF THE
5�3� PUBLIC�LOWER EVEN THAN GOVERNMENT� LOWER THAN
#ONGRESS� -AYBE NOT YET LOWER THAN THE LEGAL PROFES
SION�BUTPRETTYDARNLOW�

)TOCCURS TOMETHAT THISEDITORIALASWELLAS THOSE IN
.ATURE�3CIENCE�.%*-�ANDTHE0ROCEEDINGSOFTHE.ATIONAL
!CADEMYOF3CIENCES IS JUST JOURNALISM�4HEYANDALLSUCH
EDITORIALSAREWELLAPARTFROMTHECONTENTSOFTHESCHOLARLY
AND PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS IN WHICH THEY ARE PUBLISHED�
9ES�EVENTHOSEINTHEJOURNALSNAMEDABOVE�

)AMNOTSOARROGANTASTONOMINATEMYSELFAPEEROF
THE EDITORS OF THOSE MORE ESTEEMED PUBLICATIONS EXCEPT
THAT WHEN WE WRITE EDITORIALS� WE ARE PRACTICING� HOW
EVERBADLY�JOURNALISM�)ADMIT)NEEDMOREPRACTICETHAN
MOST�

)N ABOUT A MONTH� ) SHALL ATTEND ,)4!�S 4OP 4ECH
4RENDS PROGRAM AT THE !MERICAN ,IBRARY !SSOCIATION�S
!NNUAL#ONFERENCEIN#HICAGO�4HEANTICIPATIONHASLED
METOATTEMPTTOUPHOLDTHELOWREGARDINWHICHEVENWE
AMATEURPRINTJOURNALISTSAREHELD�)COULDSTARTABLOGTO
MAKEMYVIEWSMOREREPUTABLE�BUTASEDITOROFAN!,!
JOURNAL� ) FEEL AN OBLIGATION TO REMAIN LOYAL TO THE!,!
LEADERSHIP�IFNOTTOITSREADERSHIP�

4HEREFORE�INTHISEDITORIAL)SHALLSETFORTHWHAT)THINK
ARETHEBOTTOMTECHTRENDSASTHEYAPPLYTOLIBRARIESTODAY
ANDINTHENEARFUTURE�)F)AMSUCCESSFULINUPHOLDINGTHE
MISERABLESTANDARDSUPPOSEDLYBEINGSETBYTODAY�SJOUR
NALISTS�)ANTICIPATEONEORMOREOFSEVERALOUTCOMES�

 �� )4!,WILLCOLLAPSE�
 �� )4!,WILLSURVIVE�ITSREPUTATIONINSHREDS�
 �� ,)4!�SBOARDWILLCOMETOITSSENSESANDREPLACETHE

EDITOR�OR
 �� IRATEREADERSWILLOVERWHELMME�OR THENEWEDI

TOR	WITHHIGHQUALITYMANUSCRIPTSDISPROVINGMY
OBVIOUSLYHAREBRAINED�SUSPECT�LIBERAL�ORCONSER
VATIVE�BIASES�

4HEREFORE� IN THE SPIRIT OF THE 4OP 4ECH 4RENDS �I�E�� IN
NOPARTICULARORDER	�)OFFERMYCHOICESFOROUR"OTTOM4ECH
4RENDS�

) RARELY HAVE MET A PIECE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
THAT DOESN�T IMMEDIATELY SET MY CURIOSITY ON FIRE� BUT )
ADMIT) JUSTDON�TSEEALIBRARYNEEDFORA7IKI��)FYOU�RE
TAKINGAIM�)�MTHEONEHIDINGUNDERHISDESK�	!7IKIISA
WONDERFULCOLLABORATIVETOOL�)F)WANTEDTOASKANYOFYOU
TOHELPWRITETHENEXTEDITORIAL�WECOULD7IKIITOUTINNO
TIMEFLAT�"UTWECOULDDOTHATIFTHISWEREAPLUMBINGJOUR
NALORACHURCHNEWSLETTER�)F)�MWORKINGONACOLLABORA
TIVEPROJECTWITHINMYLIBRARYORUNIVERSITY�)HAVEACCESS
TOASETOFCOLLABORATIVETOOLSTHATAREMOREFEATURERICHAS
WELLASSECURE�"UT)�MPUZZLEDBYWHATA7IKICANDOFOR
THE LIBRARYQUA LIBRARY� )WRITE THISEVENTHOUGH)HOPETO
PUBLISHANARTICLEON7IKISINTHENEXTISSUEOF)4!,�

)DON�TSEEHOWRADIOFREQUENCYIDENTIFICATION�2&)$	
TECHNOLOGY CAN HAVE A SIGNIFICANT LIBRARY IMPACT IN THE
FORESEEABLE FUTURE� )�MNOTPARTICULARLYCONCERNEDABOUT
THEPRIVACYPROBLEMS�"UTIF7AL-ARTHADTORETREATFROM
FORCING ITS TOPONEHUNDREDVENDORS TOCONVERT TO2&)$
TECHNOLOGYBY *ANUARY�������BECAUSEOF THECOSTSAND
COMPLICATIONSOFCONVERSION�CANLIBRARIESBEFARBEHIND�
7AL-ART WILL MAKE THE CONVERSION� BUT NOT AS QUICKLY
AS IT HAD ANNOUNCED� ,IBRARIES THAT ARE ABLE TO INCLUDE
THECOSTSINCAPITALPROJECTSCANCONVERT�AND)KNOWTHAT
THE DOWNSTREAM SAVINGS ARE DEMONSTRABLE� "UT FOR OUR
LIBRARY�WHICHJUSTUPDATEDITSSECURITYGATES�ACONVERSION
TO 2&)$ WAS WAY TOO EXPENSIVE EVEN WITH A GENEROUS
VENDOR PRICING INDUCEMENT� ) KNOW WE AREN�T UNIQUE�
0UBLICLIBRARIES�WHOSEUSERSCIRCULATEMATERIALSINQUAN
TITIES THAT WOULD OVERWHELM ACADEMIC LIBRARIES� WILL� )
OPINE� BE EARLIER ADOPTERS THAN ACADEMICS� "UT FOR NOW�
TOPARAPHRASE#HIEF'ILLESPIE�2OD3TEIGER	INTHEFILM)N
THE (EAT OF THE .IGHT� WE HAVE THE MOTIVE� WHICH IS �NOT
ENOUGH	 MONEY AND THE BODY �OF EXISTING TECHNOLOGY	�
WHICHIS�NOTYET	DEAD�

4HE INTEGRATED LIBRARY SYSTEM �),3	 IS A CONCEPT
WHOSE TIME HAS COME NO MORE� 'OOGLE HAS DEMON
STRATEDBEYONDALLDOUBTTHEINADEQUACIESOFTHE/0!#
INTERFACE�AS IFWENEEDEDANYPROOF�4HEDEVELOPMENT
BY),3VENDORSOF LINKRESOLVERS�METASEARCHTOOLS�AND
ELECTRONICRESOURCEMANAGEMENTSYSTEMSTHATCAN�MORE
ORLESSEASILY�INTERFACEWITHOTHER),3VENDORS�SYSTEMS
IS A FURTHER SIGN� "UT THE /0!# INTERFACE IS ESPECIALLY
VULNERABLE� 6ENDORS AND LIBRARIANS ARE BEGINNING TO
DEVELOP ALTERNATIVE DISCOVERY TOOLS THAT CAN PROVIDE
MOSTUSERSWITHBETTERSEARCHOUTPUTFORMOSTSEARCHES
THANTHE/0!#�4HE/0!#WILLSTILLBENEEDEDFORSOME
KINDSOFSEARCHESANDBYMANYLIBRARIANS�WHO�AFTERALL�
LEDTHEVENDORSTODEVELOPITINITSCURRENTFORMS�"UTIT
WILLBESUBSUMEDIN�IFPOSSIBLE	ORBYPASSEDBYNEWER
DISCOVERY TOOLS�4HINK2ED,IGHT'REEN� TOGIVE JUSTONE
EXAMPLE�

4HIS� MY FAVORITE BOTTOM TECH TREND� DESERVES FULLER
TREATMENT�MAYBEINASUBSEQUENTEDITORIALBYTHISPOORLY
PRACTICINGAMATEUREDITOR�JOURNALIST�

*OHN7EBB �JWEBB WSU�EDU	 IS !SSISTANT $IRECTOR FOR $IGITAL
3ERVICES�#OLLECTIONS� 7ASHINGTON 3TATE 5NIVERSITY ,IBRARIES�
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