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-YTHANKSTO*OHN7EBBFORTHEINVITATIONTOWRITEABRIEF
COLUMNFOR )4!,� )APPRECIATE THEOPPORTUNITY� )�MWRIT
INGTHISATTHEENDOF!UGUSTSOMYTERMASPRESIDENTHAS
REALLYJUSTBEGUN�)�VEBEENTOLDBY4OM7ILSONAND#OLBY
2IGGSTHAT THISYEARWILLPASSMOREQUICKLYTHAN)COULD
EVERIMAGINE�

4HEMORE)�VECOMETOUNDERSTANDTHEEXPECTATIONSFOR
MEINMYROLEASYOURPRESIDENT�THEMORE)APPRECIATETHE
CONTRIBUTION THAT OTHER ,)4! PRESIDENTS BEFORE ME HAVE
MADE�)TMAKESMEABITNERVOUS�7HILETHOSEBEFOREME
AREGIANTS IN THEPROFESSION� )DON�TNECESSARILY STANDON
THESHOULDERSOFGIANTS�)�MNOTSURE)AMREALLYSTANDING
AT ALL� !T THE!,! INAUGURAL DINNER IN #HICAGO IN *UNE�
WE GATHERED TOGETHER SIX PAST ,)4! PRESIDENTS� -ITCH
&REEDMAN�-ICHAEL'ORMAN�"ARBRA(IGGINBOTHAM�4OM
,EONHARDT� #OLBY 2IGGS� AND 3HERRIE 3CHMIDT� )T WAS A
TRUEPLEASURETOBEAMONGTHEM�

0ERHAPS )�M REFLECTING MORE ON THE PAST NOW THAN )
NORMALLY MIGHT BECAUSE ) WILL BE ,)4! PRESIDENT DUR
ING AN IMPORTANT MOMENT IN OUR HISTORY� )N ����� ,)4!
WILLMARKITSFORTIETHANNIVERSARY�)N*ANUARY�����!,!
#OUNCIL APPROVED THE FORMATION OF THE )NFORMATION
3CIENCE AND!UTOMATION $IVISION� AND ON *ULY ��� ����
�"ASTILLE $AY�	� THE NEW DIVISION�S ORGANIZATIONAL MEET
ING WAS HELD DURING THE !,! !NNUAL #ONFERENCE IN
.EW9ORK�

)N ����� IN )4!,� 3TEPHEN 2� 3ALMON WROTE h,)4!�S
&IRST4WENTYFIVE9EARS�!"RIEF(ISTORYv�AVAILABLEONLINE
ATWWW�LITA�ORG�ALA�LITA�ABOUTLITA�ORG��ST��YEARS�HTM	�
)FYOUHAVEACHANCE�)WOULDENCOURAGEYOUTOREADTHIS
ARTICLE�4AKEA LOOKAT THEWORLDOURPREDECESSORSFACED�
2EFLECTONTHEISSUESBEFORETHEMANDTHEVISIONTOWHICH
THEYASPIRED�7EHAVEMADEGREATPROGRESSANDYETSOME
OFTHEISSUESTHENARETHESAMEONESASNOW�4HECONCEPT
OF OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE WAS THERE� FOR INSTANCE� IF NOT
THETERM�

)AMOLDENOUGHTOREMEMBER�����)GRADUATEDFROM
HIGHSCHOOLTHAT*UNEANDWENTAWAYTOCOLLEGETHATFALL
�PLEASEDON�TDO THEMATH	�4HE3OUNDOF-USICWON THE
!CADEMY!WARDAS"EST0ICTUREIN!PRIL�����3URVEYOR
�� THE FIRST LUNAR LANDER IN THE!MERICAN 3URVEYOR PRO

GRAM� LANDEDON THEMOONON *UNE�� ����� TOBEGIN ITS
EXPLORATIONS� 4HE FIRST EPISODE OF 3TAR4REK DEBUTED� 4HE
&UGITIVEWONAN%MMYFOR/UTSTANDING$RAMATIC3ERIES�
"ALTIMORE WON THE 7ORLD 3ERIES� -OST IMPORTANTLY� OF
COURSE� .OTRE $AME WON THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN
COLLEGEFOOTBALLDESPITETHE��n��TIEWITH-ICHIGAN3TATE
THATFALLIN%AST,ANSING�

7HILE ) WAS BEGINNING MY FRESHMAN YEAR IN COL
LEGE� OUR EARLY LEADERS WERE FOCUSED ON SUCH ITEMS AS
A CLEARINGHOUSE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT LIBRARY AUTOMA
TION PROJECTS� THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMPUTER PROGRAMS
AND A LIBRARY PROGRAMMING LANGUAGE� LIBRARY ACCESS TO
MACHINEREADABLE DATA� THE DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDS�
REGIONAL TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES� INDEXING VOCABULARIES�
AND� OF COURSE� A WAY TO SHARE KNOWLEDGE THROUGH A
NEWSLETTER OR JOURNAL� 9OU ARE NOW READING THE DESCEN
DANTOFTHOSEEFFORTS�

7E BENEFIT FROM THE WORK OF THOSE WHO HAVE GONE
BEFOREUSANDWEAREALSOCALLEDTOADVANCETHEPROFESSION
INOURDAY�FACINGOURCHALLENGESANDMOVINGFORWARDTO
HELPACHIEVETHEVISIONWESHAREOFEFFECTIVELYUSINGTECH
NOLOGYINLIBRARIESTOBENEFITOURUSERS�

7HILE ) HAVE DWELT ON THE PAST HERE� ) DO WANT US�
ASANASSOCIATION�TOCELEBRATEOURACCOMPLISHMENTS�OUR
MEMBERS�ANDOURHISTORY�-OREIMPORTANTLY)WANTUSTO
RENEWOURCOMMITMENTTOTHATVISIONANDTOLOOKAHEAD�
BEYONDTHEHORIZON�

7EAREINTHEPROCESSOFPLANNINGSOMESPECIALACTIVI
TIESTOCELEBRATE,)4!�SFORTIETHANNIVERSARY�)HOPEWECAN
HAVESOMEFUNASWELLASLOOKAHEAD�7ATCHFORUPDATES
FROMTHE,)4!OFFICEANDONLITAL�)FYOUDON�TSUBSCRIBE
TO LITAL� ) HOPE YOU WILL �VISIT WWW�LITA�ORG�ALA�LITA�
LITAMEMBERSHIP�LITALDISCLISTS�LITALOTHERDISCUSSION�HTM FOR
MORE INFORMATION	� 5NDER *OHN 7EBB�S GUIDANCE� )4!,
WILL BE CELEBRATING THIS MILESTONE AS WELL� )�M LOOKING
FORWARDTOTHE����ISSUESTHATHEISPLANNING�

7EHAVETOUGHACTSTOFOLLOW�,ASTYEAR�ASVICEPRESI
DENT� ) LEARNED TO APPRECIATE HOW TRULY GREAT THE ,)4!
MEMBERSHIP IS� )N ATTENDING MEETINGS AND IN CALLING
FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR VARIOUS APPOINTMENTS� ) WAS ALWAYS
MET WITH ENTHUSIASM FROM KNOWLEDGEABLE MEMBERS
WHOCAREVERYMUCHABOUTTHEPROFESSIONANDSERVICETO
USERS�)WILLDOMYBESTTHISYEARTOHONORTHELEGACYOF
THOSEWHOHAVESERVEDASOUR,)4!PRESIDENTINPREVIOUS
YEARS�0LEASELETMEKNOWHOWYOUTHINK)CANBESTSERVE
INTHATTRADITION�

0RESIDENT�S#OLUMN 0ATRICK*�-ULLIN

0ATRICK *� -ULLIN �MULLIN EMAIL�UNC�EDU	 IS ,)4! 0RESIDENT
��������� AND !SSOCIATE 5NIVERSITY ,IBRARIAN FOR !CCESS 3ER
VICESAND3YSTEMS�5NIVERSITYOF.ORTH#AROLINAAT#HAPEL(ILL�


