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)SITHERECOMPOSINGTHISEDITORIALONADAY�!UGUST��	
WHENTHETEMPERATUREMAYREACH���DEGREES&AHRENHEIT
�DRY HEAT� THANK YOU	 FOR AN ISSUE THAT WILL REACH MY
MAILBOXONADAYWHENSNOWMAYWELLBEPILEDHALFWAY
UP ITSPOST�4HEDISSONANCEMAYAFFECTWHAT )AMABOUT
TOWRITE�)FNOT�)�LLHAVETODISCARDTHISPIECEANDCONJURE
ANEWONE�

) ASSUMEMANYOFYOUHAVE LONG SINCE READ THE *ULY
����#OLLEGEAND2ESEARCH,IBRARIESARTICLEBY.ISONGERAND
$AVISTHATREPLICATEDTHE����+OHL$AVISSTUDYCOMPAR
INGTHEPERCEPTIONSOF,)3DEANSAND!2,LIBRARYDIRECTORS
OFTHEIMPORTANCEOFLIBRARYANDINFORMATIONSCIENCEJOUR
NALS�!STHE)4!,%DITORIAL"OARDAND)ALREADYKNEW�OUR
JOURNALISPERCEIVEDTOBEMOREIMPORTANTTOPRACTITIONERS
THANITISTO,)3FACULTY�INCREASINGLYMORESOASTHELATEST
STUDYSHOWS��)HAVEALREADYADDRESSEDTHISDISSONANCEIN
MYINAUGURALEDITORIALINTHE-ARCH����ISSUE�/URGOAL
ISTOINCREASETHEVALUEOFOURJOURNALTOALLWHOAREINTER
ESTEDINLIBRARYANDINFORMATIONTECHNOLOGY�

$ESPITE THE PROLIFERATION AND POPULARITY OF BLOGS�
WIKIS� 233 FEEDS� AND SLUGS� IN MY WORKING LIFE ) STILL
RECEIVE MOST OF MY OUTSIDE INFORMATION FROM SUCH
OLDFASHIONED SOURCES AS ELECTRONIC LISTS �FOR EXAMPLE�
LITAL	� JOURNAL AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES �BOTH PRINT AND
ELECTRONIC	�7EBSITES�ANDBYTALKINGTOCOLLEAGUES�VEN
DORS� AND hEXPERTSv FACETOFACE� BY PHONE� OR THROUGH
EMAIL�) LOVEBEINGEDITOROF)4!,BECAUSE)GETTOREAD
THESUBMISSIONSBEFOREANYONEELSE�EXCEPT THEAUTHORS�
/URACCEPTANCERATEHASBEENLESSTHAN��PERCENTSINCE
MY TERM BEGAN� BUT ) HAVE LEARNED SOMETHING USEFUL
FROMEVERYMANUSCRIPT)HAVERECEIVED��)WRITETHISUSING
-ICROSOFT 7ORD ����� PART OF THE STANDARD EDITION FOR
STUDENTSANDTEACHERS�)TSSPELLCHECKERDOESN�TLIKEBLOGS
ORWIKIS�"UTTHAT�SANOTHERSTORY�	

)DON�TTHINK)�MA,UDDITE��-ICROSOFT7ORDDOESN�T
THINK)AMONEEITHERBECAUSEITDOESN�TKNOWANYMORE
ABOUT ,UDDITES THAN IT DOES ABOUT BLOGS AND WIKIS�
"UT� AGAIN� THAT�S ANOTHER STORY�	 ) AM A LIBRARY SYSTEMS
ADMINISTRATOR� BUT ) DOUBT THAT IS RELEVANT� ! COLLEAGUE
OF MINE HERE AT 7ASHINGTON 3TATE 5NIVERSITY �735	 IS
ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER OF EDU

CATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY� AND HIS
BLOG� 4ECHNOLOGY���� IS ONE YEAR OLD� ) JUST CHECKED IT�
PICKED RANDOMLY FROM AMONG ITS CATEGORIES� AND FOUND
AN ENTRY DATED TODAY� 3OME OF THE TECHS IN MY DEPART
MENTCONSULTBLOGSREGULARLY�ANDMANYOFTHELIBRARIANS
AT735REGULARLYUSEWIKISTOCOLLABORATE�

2ATHER� ) THINK )�M PROBABLY TYPICAL� ) HAVE BUILT A
hLIBRARYvOFINFORMATIONSOURCESTHATSEEMTOSTANDMEIN
GOODSTEAD�ANDMOREGOODSOURCESARENOTNECESSARILYA
GOODTHING�!NOTHERCOLLEAGUEOFMINEINTHE735#ENTER
FOR4EACHINGAND,EARNINGHASALIBRARYOFSOURCESTHATARE
HEAVILYWEIGHTEDTOWARDBLOGS�

4HE GROWING RICHNESS OF INFORMATION SOURCES MAY
BE A CACOPHONY� BUT THAT SIMPLY MEANS THAT STAYING
INFORMED IN OUR FIELD ALLOWS EACH OF US TO CHOOSE THE
SOURCES THAT WORK BEST FOR US� 7ERE ) NOT PLANNING
TO ATTEND THE ,)4! .ATIONAL &ORUM IN 3AN *OSE FROM
3EPTEMBER��TO/CTOBER��THE,)4!BLOGGERSWOULDBE
ONONEOFMYCOMPUTERSCREENSALLDAYDURINGTHEFORUM�
�-ICROSOFT7ORDDOESN�TLIKETHEPASTSUBJUNCTIVEINMY
PREVIOUSSENTENCE�ANDITSTILLDOESN�T LIKEBLOGGERS�"UT
THAT�SANOTHERSTORY�TOO�	

!NARTICLEINTODAY�S7ASHINGTON0OST�WASHINGTONPOST
�COM	 BY 2OBERT -AC-ILLAN IN HIS h2ANDOM !CCESSv
COLUMNTITLEDh!"LOGBY!NY/THER.AME���v�!UGUST
��� ����	 MAKES AN EVEN MORE INTERESTING POINT� /NE
READER WROTE TO HIM� h) REALLY LIKE READING YOUR BLOG�v
-AC-ILLAN REPLIED� h4HERE MUST BE SOME MISTAKE� )
THOUGHT�@2ANDOM!CCESS�ISACOLUMN�v(ECONTINUEDTHAT
hACOLUMNORABLOGISINTHEEYEOFTHEREADER�vh)HAVEA
BLOG�ACOLUMN�ADAILYARTICLE�ASTORY���v�4HEELLIPSES
AREHISINBOTHTHETITLEOFTHECOLUMNANDTHEPRECEDING
SENTENCE�	h4OMEIT�SALLTHESAME�3OMEDAYSTHISCOLUMN
COMMENTSONNEWSTHATSHOWSUPINOTHERPUBLICATIONS�
/NOTHERS�ALL THE REPORTING ISMYOWN�3OMETIMES� LIKE
TODAY�)DISPENSEWITHTHEREPORTINGANDJUSTRAMBLE�v

)WISH )HADSAID THATAT THEBEGINNINGOF THISPIECE�
ANDTHAT�SNOTANOTHERSTORY�

2EFERENCE

 �� 4HOMAS%�.ISONGERAND#HARLES$AVIS�h4HE0ERCEPTION
OF ,IBRARY AND )NFORMATION 3CIENCE *OURNALS BY ,)3 %DUCATION
$EANS AND !2, ,IBRARY $IRECTORS� ! 2EPLICATION OF THE +OHL
$AVIS3TUDY�v#OLLEGEAND2ESEARCH,IBRARIES���NO���*ULY����	�
���n���
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3ERVICES�#OLLECTIONS� 7ASHINGTON 3TATE 5NIVERSITY ,IBRARIES�
0ULLMAN�AND%DITOROF)NFORMATION4ECHNOLOGYAND,IBRARIES�

%DITORIAL�)NFORMATION
4ECHNOLOGY$ISSONANCE


