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)฀SIT฀HERE฀COMPOSING฀THIS฀EDITORIAL฀ON฀A฀DAY฀�!UGUST฀��	฀
WHEN฀THE฀TEMPERATURE฀MAY฀REACH฀���฀DEGREES฀&AHRENHEIT฀
�DRY฀ HEAT�฀ THANK฀ YOU	฀ FOR฀ AN฀ ISSUE฀ THAT฀ WILL฀ REACH฀ MY฀
MAILBOX฀ON฀A฀DAY฀WHEN฀SNOW฀MAY฀WELL฀BE฀PILED฀HALFWAY฀
UP฀ ITS฀POST�฀4HE฀DISSONANCE฀MAY฀AFFECT฀WHAT฀ )฀AM฀ABOUT฀
TO฀WRITE�฀)F฀NOT�฀)�LL฀HAVE฀TO฀DISCARD฀THIS฀PIECE฀AND฀CONJURE฀
A฀NEW฀ONE�

)฀ ASSUME฀MANY฀OF฀YOU฀HAVE฀ LONG฀ SINCE฀ READ฀ THE฀ *ULY฀
����฀#OLLEGE฀AND฀2ESEARCH฀,IBRARIES฀ARTICLE฀BY฀.ISONGER฀AND฀
$AVIS฀THAT฀REPLICATED฀THE฀����฀+OHL
$AVIS฀STUDY฀COMPAR

ING฀THE฀PERCEPTIONS฀OF฀,)3฀DEANS฀AND฀!2,฀LIBRARY฀DIRECTORS฀
OF฀THE฀IMPORTANCE฀OF฀LIBRARY฀AND฀INFORMATION฀SCIENCE฀JOUR

NALS�฀!S฀THE฀)4!,฀%DITORIAL฀"OARD฀AND฀)฀ALREADY฀KNEW�฀OUR฀
JOURNAL฀IS฀PERCEIVED฀TO฀BE฀MORE฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀PRACTITIONERS฀
THAN฀IT฀IS฀TO฀,)3฀FACULTY�INCREASINGLY฀MORE฀SO฀AS฀THE฀LATEST฀
STUDY฀SHOWS��฀)฀HAVE฀ALREADY฀ADDRESSED฀THIS฀DISSONANCE฀IN฀
MY฀INAUGURAL฀EDITORIAL฀IN฀THE฀-ARCH฀����฀ISSUE�฀/UR฀GOAL฀
IS฀TO฀INCREASE฀THE฀VALUE฀OF฀OUR฀JOURNAL฀TO฀ALL฀WHO฀ARE฀INTER

ESTED฀IN฀LIBRARY฀AND฀INFORMATION฀TECHNOLOGY�

$ESPITE฀ THE฀ PROLIFERATION฀ AND฀ POPULARITY฀ OF฀ BLOGS�฀
WIKIS�฀ 233฀ FEEDS�฀ AND฀ SLUGS�฀ IN฀ MY฀ WORKING฀ LIFE฀ )฀ STILL฀
RECEIVE฀ MOST฀ OF฀ MY฀ OUTSIDE฀ INFORMATION฀ FROM฀ SUCH฀
OLD
FASHIONED฀ SOURCES฀ AS฀ ELECTRONIC฀ LISTS฀ �FOR฀ EXAMPLE�฀
LITA
L	�฀ JOURNAL฀ AND฀ NEWSPAPER฀ ARTICLES฀ �BOTH฀ PRINT฀ AND฀
ELECTRONIC	�฀7EB฀SITES�฀AND฀BY฀TALKING฀TO฀COLLEAGUES�฀VEN

DORS�฀ AND฀ hEXPERTSv฀ FACE
TO
FACE�฀ BY฀ PHONE�฀ OR฀ THROUGH฀
E
MAIL�฀)฀ LOVE฀BEING฀EDITOR฀OF฀)4!,฀BECAUSE฀)฀GET฀TO฀READ฀
THE฀SUBMISSIONS฀BEFORE฀ANYONE฀ELSE�฀EXCEPT฀ THE฀AUTHORS�฀
/UR฀ACCEPTANCE฀RATE฀HAS฀BEEN฀LESS฀THAN฀��฀PERCENT฀SINCE฀
MY฀ TERM฀ BEGAN�฀ BUT฀ )฀ HAVE฀ LEARNED฀ SOMETHING฀ USEFUL฀
FROM฀EVERY฀MANUSCRIPT฀)฀HAVE฀RECEIVED�฀�)฀WRITE฀THIS฀USING฀
-ICROSOFT฀ 7ORD฀ �����฀ PART฀ OF฀ THE฀ STANDARD฀ EDITION฀ FOR฀
STUDENTS฀AND฀TEACHERS�฀)TS฀SPELLCHECKER฀DOESN�T฀LIKE฀BLOGS฀
OR฀WIKIS�฀"UT฀THAT�S฀ANOTHER฀STORY�	฀

)฀DON�T฀THINK฀)�M฀A฀,UDDITE�฀�-ICROSOFT฀7ORD฀DOESN�T฀
THINK฀)฀AM฀ONE฀EITHER฀BECAUSE฀IT฀DOESN�T฀KNOW฀ANY฀MORE฀
ABOUT฀ ,UDDITES฀ THAN฀ IT฀ DOES฀ ABOUT฀ BLOGS฀ AND฀ WIKIS�฀
"UT�฀ AGAIN�฀ THAT�S฀ ANOTHER฀ STORY�	฀ )฀ AM฀ A฀ LIBRARY฀ SYSTEMS฀
ADMINISTRATOR�฀ BUT฀ )฀ DOUBT฀ THAT฀ IS฀ RELEVANT�฀ !฀ COLLEAGUE฀
OF฀ MINE฀ HERE฀ AT฀ 7ASHINGTON฀ 3TATE฀ 5NIVERSITY฀ �735	฀ IS฀
ASSOCIATE฀ VICE฀ PRESIDENT฀ AND฀ GENERAL฀ MANAGER฀ OF฀ EDU


CATIONAL฀ TELECOMMUNICATIONS฀ AND฀ TECHNOLOGY�฀ AND฀ HIS฀
BLOG�฀ 4ECHNOLOGY����฀ IS฀ ONE฀ YEAR฀ OLD�฀ )฀ JUST฀ CHECKED฀ IT�฀
PICKED฀ RANDOMLY฀ FROM฀ AMONG฀ ITS฀ CATEGORIES�฀ AND฀ FOUND฀
AN฀ ENTRY฀ DATED฀ TODAY�฀ 3OME฀ OF฀ THE฀ TECHS฀ IN฀ MY฀ DEPART

MENT฀CONSULT฀BLOGS฀REGULARLY�฀AND฀MANY฀OF฀THE฀LIBRARIANS฀
AT฀735฀REGULARLY฀USE฀WIKIS฀TO฀COLLABORATE�

2ATHER�฀ )฀ THINK฀ )�M฀ PROBABLY฀ TYPICAL�฀ )฀ HAVE฀ BUILT฀ A฀
hLIBRARYv฀OF฀INFORMATION฀SOURCES฀THAT฀SEEM฀TO฀STAND฀ME฀IN฀
GOOD฀STEAD�฀AND฀MORE฀GOOD฀SOURCES฀ARE฀NOT฀NECESSARILY฀A฀
GOOD฀THING�฀!NOTHER฀COLLEAGUE฀OF฀MINE฀IN฀THE฀735฀#ENTER฀
FOR฀4EACHING฀AND฀,EARNING฀HAS฀A฀LIBRARY฀OF฀SOURCES฀THAT฀ARE฀
HEAVILY฀WEIGHTED฀TOWARD฀BLOGS�

4HE฀ GROWING฀ RICHNESS฀ OF฀ INFORMATION฀ SOURCES฀ MAY฀
BE฀ A฀ CACOPHONY�฀ BUT฀ THAT฀ SIMPLY฀ MEANS฀ THAT฀ STAYING฀
INFORMED฀ IN฀ OUR฀ FIELD฀ ALLOWS฀ EACH฀ OF฀ US฀ TO฀ CHOOSE฀ THE฀
SOURCES฀ THAT฀ WORK฀ BEST฀ FOR฀ US�฀ 7ERE฀ )฀ NOT฀ PLANNING฀
TO฀ ATTEND฀ THE฀ ,)4!฀ .ATIONAL฀ &ORUM฀ IN฀ 3AN฀ *OSE฀ FROM฀
3EPTEMBER฀��฀TO฀/CTOBER฀��฀THE฀,)4!฀BLOGGERS฀WOULD฀BE฀
ON฀ONE฀OF฀MY฀COMPUTER฀SCREENS฀ALL฀DAY฀DURING฀THE฀FORUM�฀
�-ICROSOFT฀7ORD฀DOESN�T฀LIKE฀THE฀PAST฀SUBJUNCTIVE฀IN฀MY฀
PREVIOUS฀SENTENCE�฀AND฀IT฀STILL฀DOESN�T฀ LIKE฀BLOGGERS�฀"UT฀
THAT�S฀ANOTHER฀STORY�฀TOO�	

!N฀ARTICLE฀IN฀TODAY�S฀7ASHINGTON฀0OST฀�WASHINGTONPOST฀
�COM	฀ BY฀ 2OBERT฀ -AC-ILLAN฀ IN฀ HIS฀ h2ANDOM฀ !CCESSv฀
COLUMN฀TITLED฀h!฀"LOG฀BY฀!NY฀/THER฀.AME฀�฀�฀�฀v฀�!UGUST฀
���฀ ����	฀ MAKES฀ AN฀ EVEN฀ MORE฀ INTERESTING฀ POINT�฀ /NE฀
READER฀ WROTE฀ TO฀ HIM�฀ h)฀ REALLY฀ LIKE฀ READING฀ YOUR฀ BLOG�v฀
-AC-ILLAN฀ REPLIED�฀ h4HERE฀ MUST฀ BE฀ SOME฀ MISTAKE�฀ )฀
THOUGHT�฀@2ANDOM฀!CCESS�฀IS฀A฀COLUMN�v฀(E฀CONTINUED฀THAT฀
hA฀COLUMN฀OR฀A฀BLOG฀IS฀IN฀THE฀EYE฀OF฀THE฀READER�v฀h)฀HAVE฀A฀
BLOG�฀A฀COLUMN�฀A฀DAILY฀ARTICLE�฀A฀STORY฀�฀�฀�฀v฀�4HE฀ELLIPSES฀
ARE฀HIS฀IN฀BOTH฀THE฀TITLE฀OF฀THE฀COLUMN฀AND฀THE฀PRECEDING฀
SENTENCE�	฀h4O฀ME฀IT�S฀ALL฀THE฀SAME�฀3OME฀DAYS฀THIS฀COLUMN฀
COMMENTS฀ON฀NEWS฀THAT฀SHOWS฀UP฀IN฀OTHER฀PUBLICATIONS�฀
/N฀OTHERS�฀ALL฀ THE฀ REPORTING฀ IS฀MY฀OWN�฀3OMETIMES�฀ LIKE฀
TODAY�฀)฀DISPENSE฀WITH฀THE฀REPORTING฀AND฀JUST฀RAMBLE�v

)฀WISH฀ )฀HAD฀SAID฀ THAT฀AT฀ THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀ THIS฀PIECE�฀
AND฀THAT�S฀NOT฀ANOTHER฀STORY�

2EFERENCE

฀ ��฀ 4HOMAS฀%�฀.ISONGER฀AND฀#HARLES฀$AVIS�฀h4HE฀0ERCEPTION฀
OF฀ ,IBRARY฀ AND฀ )NFORMATION฀ 3CIENCE฀ *OURNALS฀ BY฀ ,)3฀ %DUCATION฀
$EANS฀ AND฀ !2,฀ ,IBRARY฀ $IRECTORS�฀ !฀ 2EPLICATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ +OHL

$AVIS฀3TUDY�v฀#OLLEGE฀AND฀2ESEARCH฀,IBRARIES฀���฀NO�฀�฀�*ULY฀����	�฀
���n���
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